
 FAMILY BUPRESTIDAE 
 (Metallic wood-boring beetles) 
 
 A. Davies 
 

One hundred and fifty-three species of Buprestidae have been recorded from Canada and Alaska. The adults are usually found resting or 
ovipositing on the bark and foliage of trees and shrubs, and feed chiefly on pollen-rich flowers; they are also active flyers. The larvae develop mainly 
under the bark of the host plants, which are usually fairly specific, although a few are leaf-miners, gall-makers and coniferous cone-borers. 

Major taxonomic treatments of the North American buprestids include those of J.L. LeConte (1860) and Chamberlin (1926).  Keys and 
descriptions of the Canadian species were provided by Bright (1987), and his handbook is used as the basis for this checklist, with updated 
distributional data. Further revision of the species in such groups as Anthaxiinae is required before a proper subgeneric arrangement can be established. 
It should be noted that the number of species recorded in the northern regions by no means reflects the number of species present, but only the lack of 
collecting in those regions. 
 
AK (11); YK (13); NT (18); BC (75); AB (52); SK (40); MB (62); ON (99); PQ (76); NB (36); NS (22); PE (7); LB (4); NF (4); H (1); I (2) 
 
 
 Subfamily POLYCESTINAE 
 Tribe Polycestini 
 
 
Genus CHRYSOPHANA LeConte 
 
C. placida (LeConte) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 

cupreola Van Dyke 
strandi Obenberger 

 
 
 Subfamily ACMAEODERINAE 
 Tribe Acmaeoderini 
 
 
Genus ACMAEODERA Eschscholtz 
 
A. idahoensis Barr - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. pulchella (Herbst) - - - - AB - MB ON - - - - - - 

arizonae Horn 
flavosignata Gory 
immaculata Horn 
mixta LeConte 
ornata Olivier 
volvulus Castelnau 

A. tubulus (Fabricius) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
culta (Weber) 
geranii (Harris) 
quattuordecimguttata (Fabricius) 

A. vandykei Fall - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. variegata LeConte - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 

distincta Kerremans 
lucia Fall 

 
 
Genus ANAMBODERA Barr 
 
A. gemina (Horn) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 

nebulosa (Horn) 
 
 
 Subfamily CHALCOPHORINAE 
 Tribe Chalcophorini 
 
 
Genus CHALCOPHORA Solier 
 
C. fortis LeConte - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB - - - - 

cupreola Casey 



laurentica Casey 
C. liberta (Germar) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 

borealis (Gory & Castelnau) 
parviceps Casey 

C. virginiensis (Drury) - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
angulicollis (LeConte) 
antennalis Casey 
brevicollis Casey 
cupreomaculata (Goeze) 
ingens Casey 
lacustris LeConte 
melanotum Muttkowski 
montana Casey 
novaeboracensis (Fitch) 
obliterata Casey 
obscurata (Fitch) 
oregonensis (Fitch) 
pallida Kerremans 
prominens Casey 

 
 
Genus TEXANIA Casey 
 
T. campestris (Say) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

substrigosa (Gory & Castelnau) 
 
 
 Subfamily BUPRESTINAE 
 Tribe Dicercini 
 
 
Genus SPECTRALIA Casey 
 
S. gracilipes (Melsheimer) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus DICERCA Eschscholtz 

Argante Gistel 
Stenuris Kirby 

  Key to North American species: Nelson (1975) 
 
D. callosa callosa Casey AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 

pertinax Casey 
rigida Casey 
tetrica Casey 

D. callosa frosti Nelson - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
D. caudata LeConte - - NT - AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 

abrupta Casey 
biangulata Casey 
cupreola Casey 
filiola Casey 
inflatula Casey 
longicauda Casey 
pisciformis Casey 

D. crassicollis LeConte - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
californica Crotch 
hesperica Casey 

D. divaricata (Say) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
aestiva Casey 
angusticauda Casey 
aurichalcea Melsheimer 
dubia Melsheimer 
incisa Casey 
limula Casey 
nigra Casey 
parumpunctata Melsheimer 



rustica Casey 
subaequalis Casey 
vancouveri Casey 

D. dumolini (Castelnau & Gory) - - - - - SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
consobrina Melsheimer 

D. hesperoborealis Hatch & Beer - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
D. horni Crotch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 

ampliata Casey 
D. lugubris LeConte - - NT - - SK MB ON PQ NB - - - - 

austera Casey 
lacustris LeConte 
morio Casey 

D. lurida (Fabricius) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
erosa Casey 
floridae Casey 
gaudens Casey 
gracilis Casey 
indistincta Melsheimer 
indurata Casey 
innocua Casey 
levettei Casey 
porcatula Casey 
pruinosa Gory 
regularis Casey 
sagax Casey 
seriata Casey 
truncata Casey 

D. pectorosa LeConte - - - BC - SK - - - - - - - - 
D. pugionata (Germar) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
D. punctulata (Schonherr) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

pinorum Casey 
transversa Say 

D. sexualis Crotch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
D. tenebrica (Kirby) AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 

longipennis Casey 
prolongata LeConte 
severa Casey 
subargentea Casey 
subcuprea Casey 
sulcatula Casey 

D. tenebrosa (Kirby) AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE LB - 
acerba Casey 
bifoveata LeConte 
chrysea Melsheimer 
distinguenda (Castelnau & Gory) 
montana Casey 
mystica Casey 
stolida Casey 
wickhami Casey 

D. tuberculata (Castelnau & Gory) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB NS - - - 
asperata Castelnau 
hilaris LeConte 
manca LeConte 
molitor Melsheimer 
scobina Chevrolat 

 
 
Genus POECILONOTA Eschscholtz 

Castalia Castelnau & Gory 
  Key to North American species: Evans (1957) 
 
P. cyanipes (Say) - YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - - - - 

apicilla Obenberger 
collaris Obenberger 
cupripes Casey 
debilis LeConte 



erecta (Gory) 
parviceps Casey 

P. ferrea (Melsheimer) - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
P. fraseri Chamberlin - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
P. montana Chamberlin - - - BC - - MB - - - - - - - 
P. thureura (Say) - - - - - - MB - - - - - - - 

costicollis (Gory) 
 
 
 Tribe Buprestini 
 
Genus TRACHYKELE Marseul 
 
T. blondeli Marseul - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
T. nimbosa Fall - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus BUPRESTIS Linné 

Ancylochira Eschscholtz 
Anoplis Kirby 
Gymnota Gistel 

  Key to North American species: Helfer (1941) 
 
B. adjecta (LeConte) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 

brevis Casey 
B. aurulenta Linné - - - BC AB - MB ON - - - - - - 

adulans Casey 
aemula Casey 
affinis Casey 
bicostata Dejean 
chrysochlora (Philippi) 
fabulosa Casey 
lauta (LeConte) 
nupta Casey 
prospera Casey 
radians (LeConte) 
tacomae Casey 
venusta Casey 
villosa (LeConte) 

B. confluenta Say - YK - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
tesselata Casey 

B. fasciata Fabricius - - - - - SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
fortunata Casey 
fulgens Casey 
lherminieri Chevrolat 
saturata Casey 
sexmaculata Hausmann 
sexplagiata (LeConte) 

B. intricata Casey - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
contortae Hopping 
murrayanae Hopping 

B. laeviventris (LeConte) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
pugetana Casey 

B. langi Mannerheim AK - - BC AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
angusta Casey 
bistrinotata Casey 
callida Casey 
crenata Casey 
depressa Casey 
fastidiosa Casey 
graminea Casey 
incolumis Casey 
laeviceps Casey 
mediocris Casey 
obliqua Casey 
oregona Casey 



ornata (Walker) 
patruelis Casey 
seditiosa Casey 
viridimicans Casey 

B. lineata Fabricius - - - BC - - MB ON PQ - NS - - - 
davisi Nicolay & Weiss 

B. lyrata Casey - - - BC AB SK MB ON - - NS - - - 
acomana Casey 
adducta Casey 
caliginosa Casey 
fusca Casey 
lecontei Saunders 
morosa Casey 
nigricans Casey 

B. maculativentris Say - - NT - AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE - - 
paganorum Kirby 
rusticorum Kirby 
sexnotata Gory & Castelnau 

B. maculipennis Gory - - - - - SK MB - PQ - - - - - 
deficiens Casey 
fusiformis Casey 
inconstans Melsheimer 
leporina Casey 
reducta Casey 
scripta Casey 

B. nuttalli Kirby AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
alternans (LeConte) 
boulderensis Casey 
conicicauda Casey 
consularis Gory 
contorta Casey 
diruptans Casey 
flavopicta Casey 
gravidula Casey 
torva Casey 

B. salisburyensis Herbst - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
cazieri Helfer 
ultramarina Say 

B. striata Fabricius - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - - - - 
canadensis Casey 
impedita Say 
obscura Casey 

B. subornata (LeConte) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
adonea Casey 
histrio Casey 
punctiventris Casey 
rubronotans Casey 
violescens Casey 

B. sulcicollis (LeConte) - - NT - AB - MB ON PQ - NS - - NF 
lateralis Casey 

 
 
 Tribe Melanophilini 
 
 
Genus MELANOPHILA Eschscholtz 

Apatura Castelnau & Gory 
Diana Castelnau & Gory 
Oxypteris Kirby 
Trachypteris Kirby 
Phaenops Dejean 
Xenomelanophila Sloop 

  Key to North American species: Sloop (1937) 
 
M. abies Champlain & Knull - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - - - - 

abietis Obenberger 



M. acuminata (DeGeer)* AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE - NF 
appendiculata (Fabricius) 
immaculata Mannerheim 
longipes (Say) 
morio (Fabricius) 

M. aeneola Melsheimer - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
metallica Melsheimer 

M. californica Van Dyke - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
M. drummondi (Kirby) AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - - LB - 

guttulata Mannerheim 
umbellatarum (Kirby) 

M. fulvoguttata (Harris) - YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE - NF 
croceosignata (Castelnau & Gory) 
decolorata (Castelnau & Gory) 
harrisi Obenberger 
octospilota (Castelnau & Gory) 
pacifica Obenberger 

M. gentilis LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
prasina LeConte 

M. intrusa Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
M. occidentalis Obenberger - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Anthaxiini 
 
 
Genus ANTHAXIA Eschscholtz 
 
A. aeneogaster Castelnau & Gory - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 

aerica Crotch 
grossa Obenberger 
strigata LeConte 

A. aenescens Casey - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. inornata (Randall) - YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - - LB - 

expansa LeConte 
foveicollis LeConte 
imperfecta LeConte 

A. porella Barr - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. prasina Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 

falsula Obenberger 
A. retifera LeConte AK YK - BC - - MB - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus HAPLANTHAXIA Reitter 
 
H. deleta (LeConte) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
H. pseudotsugae (Chamberlin) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
H. quercata (Fabricius) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - - - - 

cuneiformis (Gory) 
H. viridicornis (Say) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 

subaenea (LeConte) 
viridifrons (Gory) 

 
 
Genus AGRILAXIA Kerremans 
 
A. flavimana (Gory) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

gracilis (Melsheimer) 
 
 
 Subfamily CHRYSOBOTHRINAE 
 Tribe Chrysobothrini 
 Key to North American species: Fisher (1942) 
 
 
Genus CHRYSOBOTHRIS Eschscholtz 



Knowltonia Fisher 
Odontomus Kirby 

 
C. adelpha Gemminger & Harold - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

soror LeConte 
C. aeneola LeConte - - - - AB SK - - - - - - - - 

?purpurata Bland 
C. azurea LeConte - - - BC - SK - ON - - - - - - 

lecontei Leng 
C. beeri Barr - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. blanchardi Horn - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ NB - - - - 
C. breviloba Fall - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
C. carinipennis LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. caurina Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. columbiana Barr - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. cribraria Mannerheim - - NT - AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 

calcarata Melsheimer 
floricola Gory 

C. dentipes (Germar) - - NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - - - - 
characteristica (Harris) 
planata Gory & Castelnau 
posticalis Gory & Castelnau 
rotundicollis Gory & Castelnau 

C. femorata (Olivier) - - - BC - SK - ON PQ NB NS - - - 
alabamae Gory 
dissimilis Dejean 
fastidiosa Gory 
insculpta (Herbst) 
lesueuri Gory & Castelnau 
misella LeConte 
nigritula Gory & Castelnau 
obscura LeConte 
quadriimpressa Gory & Castelnau 

C. grandis Chamberlin - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. harrisi (Hentz) - - - BC AB - MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
C. laricis Van Dyke - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. leechi Barr - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
C. mali Horn - - - BC AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
C. neopusilla Fisher - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
C. nixa Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. oregona Chamberlin - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 

planomarginata Chamberlin 
C. orono Frost - - - - - - MB ON - - - - - - 
C. pseudotsugae Van Dyke - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. pusilla Gory & Castelnau - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB - - - - 

biguttata Gory & Castelnau 
strangulata Melsheimer 

C. rugosiceps Melsheimer - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
C. scabripennis Gory & Castelnau - - NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - PE - - 

proxima (Kirby) 
scabra Gory 

C. sexsignata (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - PE - - 
germari Gory & Castelnau 
ignipes Gory & Castelnau 
sexguttata (Say) 

C. sylvania Fall - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. trinervia (Kirby) AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - LB NF 

cicatricosa Motschulsky 
C. verdigripennis Frost - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
C. viridiceps Melsheimer - - - - - - MB ON - - - - - - 
C. vulcanica LeConte - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 

canadensis Chamberlin 
 
 
 
 



 Subfamily AGRILINAE 
 Tribe Coraebini 
 
 
Genus EUPRISTOCERUS Deyrolle 

?Rhaeboscelis LeConte 
 
E. cogitans (Weber) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - - - - 

ignarus (Fabricius) 
ruficollis (Herbst) 

 
 
 Tribe Agrilini 
 
 
Genus AGRILUS Curtis 
 
A. acutipennis Mannerheim - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 

latebrus Castelnau & Gory 
A. anxius Gory AK - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 

gravis LeConte 
torpidus LeConte 

A. arbuti Fisher - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
manzanitae Chamberlin 

A. arcuatus (Say) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB - - - - 
obliquus LeConte 

A. atricornis Fisher - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. aurichalceus Redtenbacher+ - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. bilineatus bilineatus (Weber) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 

aurolineatus Gory 
bivittatus Kirby 
flavolineatus Mannerheim 
trivittatus Horn 

A. bilineatus carpini Knull - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. burkei Fisher - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
A. celti Knull - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
A. cephalicus LeConte - - - BC AB - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
A. crataegi Frost - - - - AB - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. criddlei Frost - - - - - SK MB ON PQ NB - - - - 
A. crinicornis Horn - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. cyanescens (Ratzeburg)+ - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. defectus LeConte - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. egenus Gory - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
A. fallax Say - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

impressipennis Uhler 
zemes Gory 

A. frosti Knull - - - - - - MB ON - - - - - - 
A. geminatus (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. granulatus populi Fisher - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 

trichocarpae Chamberlin 
A. horni Kerremans - - - - - - MB - PQ - - - - - 
A. imbellis Crotch - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
A. juglandis Knull - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. lacustris LeConte - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

cuneus LeConte 
pubiventris Crotch 

A. lecontei Saunders - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
subfasciatus LeConte 

A. liragus Barter & W.J.Brown - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - - - - 
A. malvastri Fisher - - - - AB - - - - - - - - - 
A. masculinus Horn - - - - - SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
A. nigricans Gory - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

auricomus Frost 
A. obsoletoguttatus Gory - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

interruptus LeConte 
subaeratus Harris 



A. otiosus Say - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
virens Gory 

A. parvus Saunders - - - - - - MB - - - - - - - 
pusillus Say 

A. pensus Horn - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE - - 
betulae Fisher 

A. politus (Say) AK YK NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
canadensis Obenberger 
cupreolus LeConte 
desertus LeConte 
plumbeus LeConte 
solitarius Harold 

A. pseudocoryli Fisher - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
A. putillus Say - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
A. ruficollis (Fabricius) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 

cupricollis Gory 
A. sayi Saunders - - - - - - - - PQ NB NS - - - 

browni Carlson & Knight 
lateralis (Say) 

A. subcinctus Gory - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
A. vittaticollis (Randall) - - - BC - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

frenatus Gory 
A. walsinghami Crotch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily TRACHYINAE 
 Tribe Pachyschelini 
 
 
Genus PACHYSCHELUS Solier 
 
P. confusus Wellso & Manley - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
P. laevigatus (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

oblongus (Motschulsky) 
ovatus (Say) 
politus Kerremans 
punctatus (Gory) 

P. purpureus (Say) - - - - AB - - ON - - - - - - 
biimpressus Motschulsky 

 
 
 Tribe Brachyini 
 
 
Genus BRACHYS Solier 
 
B. aerosus Melsheimer - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 

rufescens Nicolay & Weiss 
B. aeruginosus Gory - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
B. ovatus (Weber) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

aurulentus (Kirby) 
bellporti Nicolay & Weiss 
horni Kerremans 
laevicauda LeConte 
molestus Gory 
terminans Castelnau & Gory 

 
 
Genus TAPHROCERUS Solier 
 
T. gracilis (Say) - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 

alboguttatus (Mannerheim) 
grossus Obenberger 
texanus Kerremans 

T. nicolayi Obenberger - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
T. schaefferi Nicolay & Weiss - - - - AB SK - ON - - - - - - 



 


