
 
 FAMILY CRYPTOPHAGIDAE 
 (Silken fungus beetles) 
 
 Y. Bousquet 
 
 Sixty-five species of cryptophagids are recorded from Canada and Alaska. These beetles are usually found on mold, fungi, under bark as 
well as in decaying vegetation and nests of social Hymenoptera, birds and mammals; one species, Myrmedophila americana, live in ant nests. 
Adults and larvae of most species feed on mold and decaying vegetation; those of Telmophilus species apparently feed in flower heads of certain 
aquatic plants. Several species of Cryptophagus are found in stored products where they feed on mold. 
 This group is poorly studied taxonomically. Since Casey's (1900) revision of the North American fauna, only the genus Cryptophagus has 
been revised (Woodroffe & Coombs 1961). Many genera, previously included within the cryptophagids, have been transferred recently to the 
Languriidae. The reader has to expect many nomenclatural changes at the specific level as well as many new distribution records as the 
cryptophagid groups are revised. The generic classification of the Cryptophaginae used here follows Bousquet (1989). 
 
AK (26); YK (1); NT (2); BC (47); AB (13); SK (6); MB (12); ON (19); PQ (17); NB (2); NS (3); LB (2); NF (3); H (10); I (8) 
 
 
 Subfamily TELMATOPHILINAE 
 
 
Genus TELMATOPHILUS Heer 
 
T. americanus LeConte - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily CRYPTOPHAGINAE 
 Key to North American genera: Bousquet (1989) 
 Tribe Cryptophagini 
 
 
Genus ANTHEROPHAGUS Latreille 
 
A. convexulus LeConte - - - - - - - ON PQ NB NS - - - 
A. ochraceus Melsheimer - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE - NF 
 oregonus Casey 
A. pallidivestis Casey - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. suturalis Maklin AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus HENOTIDERUS Reitter 
 Crosimus Casey 
 Henoticoides Hatch 
 
H. lorna (Hatch) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
H. obesulus (Casey) AK - NT - AB - - ON PQ - NS - -  - 
 
 
Genus HENOTICUS Thomson 
 Coniophthalma Kangas 
 Glyptophorus Park 
 
H. californicus (Mannerheim) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 inconspicuus (LeConte) 
H. serratus (Gyllenhal) AK - - BC - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 denticulatus (LeConte) 
 
 



 
Genus PTERYNGIUM Reitter 
 
P. crenatum (Gyllenhal)(+) - - - BC - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 malacum Casey 
 
 
Genus SALEBIUS Casey 
 
S. octodentatus (Maklin) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 sexdentatus Casey 
 
 
Genus CRYPTOPHAGUS Herbst 
 Cryptophagistes Crotch 
  Key to North American species: Woodroffe & Coombs (1961) 
 
C. acutangulus (Gyllenhal)* AK - - BC AB - MB ON PQ - - - - NF 
 prominens Casey 
 restrictus Casey 
C. bidentatus Maklin AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 punctatissimus Maklin 
C. cellaris (Scopoli)+ - - - BC AB SK MB ON - - - - - - 
 angustatus Casey 
 rupimontis Casey 
C. confertus Casey* AK - NT BC AB - - - PQ - - - - - 
 archangelicus J.R.Sahlberg 
C. corticinus Thomson* AK - - BC - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 depressulus Casey 
C. dentatus (Herbst)* AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 fumatus (Marsham) 
 quadridentatus Mannerheim 
C. difficilis Casey - - - BC AB - - - PQ - - - - - 
 contractus Casey 
C. distinguendus Sturm+ - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 keeni Casey 
C. hebes Casey AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 lyraticollis Casey 
 otiosus Casey 
C. histricus Casey - - - BC - - - - - -  - - LB - 
C. lapponicus Gyllenhal* - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 validus Kraatz 
C. laticollis Lucas+ - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
 affinis Sturm 
 cribricollis Casey 
 inscitus Casey 
C. maximus Blake - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. obsoletus Reitter+ - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
C. peregrinus Woodroffe & Coombs - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. pilosus Gyllenhal(+) - - - BC - - MB ON - - - - - - 
 cicatricosus Casey 
 infuscatus Casey 
 parvinodus Casey 
 plectrum Casey 
C. porrectus Casey AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. quadrihamatus Maklin* AK - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 plagiatus Poppius 
C. saginatus Sturm+ AK - - BC - - - ON - - - - - - 



 
C. scanicus (Linné)+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - NF 
C. scutellatus Newman+ - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
C. setulosus Sturm* - - - BC - - - ON PQ -  - - LB - 
 antennatus Casey 
 grossulus Casey 
C. stromus Woodroffe & Coombs - - - - - SK MB - - - - - - - 
C. subfumatus Kraatz+ - - - BC AB SK - ON PQ - - - - - 
C. tuberculosus Maklin* AK - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
 boulderanus Casey 
 brevipilis Casey 
 debilis LeConte 
 instabilis Bruce 
 lepidus Casey 
C. varus Woodroffe & Coombs - - - BC AB SK - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus MYRMEDOPHILA Bousquet 
 
M. americana (LeConte) AK YK - BC AB - MB - PQ - - - - - 
 blumi (Blaisdell) 
 
 
 Tribe Caenoscelini 
 
 
Genus CAENOSCELIS Thomson 
 Macrodea Casey 
 
C. antennalis (Casey) - - - - AB - MB - - - - - - - 
C. basalis Casey - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
C. ferruginea (C.R.Sahlberg)* AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
C. parallela Casey AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily ATOMARIINAE 
 Tribe Atomariini 
 
 
Genus EPHISTEMUS Stephens 
 
(Subgenus EPHISTEMUS s.str.) 
 
E. globulus (Paykull)(+) - - - BC - - - ON - - - - - - 
 apicalis LeConte 
 
 
Genus ATOMARIA Stephens 
 
(Subgenus ANCHICERA Thomson) 
 
A. aleutica Casey AK - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
A. apicalis Erichson(+) - - - - - - MB - - - - - - - 
A. curtula Casey - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 pumilio Casey 
A. ephippiata Zimmermann - - - BC - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 hesperica Casey 
A. fulvipennis Mannerheim AK - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



 
A. kamtschatica Motschulsky AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 fallax Casey 
A. laetula LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. nubipennis Casey - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. ochracea Zimmermann - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 lacustris Casey 
A. ovalis Casey - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
A. pusilla (Paykull)(+) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. saginata Casey - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
(Subgenus ATOMARIA s.str.) 
 (Agathengis des Gozis) 
 
A. capitata (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. fuscicollis Mannerheim* AK - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
A. lepidula Maklin AK - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
A. longipennis (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 nigricollis (Casey) 
A. melanica Hatch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. planulata Maklin AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. quadricollis (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. stricticollis (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. subdentata (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
A. vespertina Maklin AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 


