FAMILY ELATERIDAE
(Click beetles)

Y. Bousquet

This family is well known for the ability of the adults to click when lying on their back. It includes 369 species and subspecies in Canada
and Alaska. The adults occur on foliage and flowers, under bark and in rotting wood; the larvae are found in leaf litter, soil, moss and rotting
wood. Larvae of most species living in leaf litter and rotting wood are predaceous; those occurring in the soil feed on roots and some are very
injurious to crops. Adults of some species apparently do not feed while those of other species probably feed on tender plant tissues such as leaves
and flower buds.

The classification of the family followed here is that of Hyslop (1917) with slight modification. His classification is preferred to that of
Stibick (1979) as it is more widely used and is relatively simple. There is no recent taxonomic revision of the North American species. Most
species occurring in the areas covered in this checklist could be identified using Dietrich (1945), Brooks (1961), Lane and Lanchester (1971), and
the taxonomic revisions listed.

AK (52); YK (32); NT (49); BC (194); AB (109); SK (71); MB (94); ON (172); PQ (162); NB (80); NS (81); PE (21); LB (18); NF (41); H (6); I
4)

Subfamily PYROPHORINAE
Tribe Pyrophorini

Genus LACON Castelnau
Aulacon Arnett
Diphyaulon Arnett
Lepidotus Stephens
Zalepia Arnett
Key to North American species: Arnett (1952)

L. auroratus (Say) - - - - AB - MB ON PQ NB - - - -
L. avitus (Say) - - - - - - - - PQ- - - - -
L. discoideus (Weber) - - - - - - - ON- - - - - -
pennatus (Fabricius)
L. impressicollis (Say) - - - - - - - ON- - - - - -
lepturus (Say)
senilis (Germar)
. maculatus (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - -
. marmoratus (Fabricius) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - -
. rorulentus (LeConte) - - - BC - - - - - - -
. sparsus (Candéze) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - -
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Genus DANOSOMA Thompson
Key to North American species: Arnett (1952)

D. brevicorne (LeConte) AK YK NT BC AB SK MBON PQ NB - - - -
cavicolle (LeConte)
profusum (Candeze)
vetustum (Walker)

D. obtectum (Say) - YK NT BC AB- MBONPQ - NS - - -

Genus ALAUS Eschscholtz
Calais Castelnau

A. melanops LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - -



naja Candéze
A. myops (Fabricius)
canadensis Candéze
A. oculatus (Linné)
luscus (Fabricius)

Genus DRASTERIUS Eschscholtz

D. debilis LeConte
incongruus Fall

Genus AEOLUS Eschscholtz

A. amabilis (LeConte)

A. mellillus comis (LeConte)

A. mellillus marginicollis (Horn)

A. mellillus mellillus (Say)
dorsalis (Say)

Genus CONODERUS Eschscholtz

C. auritus (Herbst)
caseyi (Leng)
crassicollis (Melsheimer)
dilectus (Say)

C. bellus (Say)
pictus (Steinheil)
variegatus (Steinheil)

Genus PITYOBIUS LeConte

P. anguinus LeConte
billingsi Bland

Genus LIMONIUS Eschscholtz

L. aeger LeConte
knulli Fall
. agonus (Say)
. anceps LeConte
. aurifer LeConte
. auripilis (Say)
pubicollis (LeConte)
L. basillaris (Say)
semiaeneus LeConte
L. bicolor Van Dyke
L. californicus (Mannerheim)
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hispidus LeConte

occidentalis Candéze
L. canus LeConte

discoideus LeConte

subcostatus Motschulsky

L. confusus LeConte
aenescens LeConte

L. crotchi Horn

L. ectypus (Say)

L. griseus (Palisot de Beauvois)

hirticollis Melsheimer
propexus Candeze

. humidus Lane

. infuscatus Motschulsky

. lanei Van Dyke
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. lecontei Lane
consimilis Walker
nitidicollis LeConte

-

. maculicollis Motschulsky
discicollis Candeéze

. nitidulus Horn

. pectoralis LeConte

. pictus Van Dyke
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. pilosulus Candéze
pilosus LeConte
. plebejus (Say)

-

metallescens Melsheimer

. quercinus (Say)

rudis W.J.Brown

. rufihumeralis Lane

. seminudus Van Dyke

. snakensis Lane

. stigma (Herbst)
armus (Say)

. subauratus LeConte

sl el Nl

o

. ursinus Van Dyke
L. venabelsi Wickham

Genus ELATHOUS Reitter

E. californicus Van Dyke
E. discalceatus (Say)

oberndorfferi (Schwarz)

E. nebulosus (Van Dyke)

Genus ATHOUS Eschscholtz

Crepidophorus Mulsant & Guillebean
Key to Eastern North American species: Becker (1974)
Key to North American species: Becker (1979)

A. acanthus (Say)
carolinus Van Dyke
flavangularis Horn
maculicollis LeConte
A. brightwelli (Kirby)

BC

BC

BC
BC
BC
BC

BC

BC

BC

BC
BC

BC
BC
BC

BC

BC

BC

BC

AB

AB
AB
AB

AB
AB

SK
SK

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

PQ -

PQ -

PQ NB

NS -

NS -

NS -



arcticollis Melsheimer
oblongicollis Melsheimer
A. campyloides Newman+
affinis Couper
A. cucullatus (Say)
hypoleucus Melsheimer
procericollis Melsheimer
strigatus Melsheimer
. fossularis (LeConte)
. imitans Fall
. neacanthus Becker
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. nigropilis Motschulsky
montanus LeConte
nugalis Fall
orophilus Harold
speculifer Fall

A. orvus Becker

A. posticus (Melsheimer)

erebus Van Dyke

A. productus (Randall)

bipunctatus Provancher

A. rufifrons (Randall)

lengi Dury
reflexus LeConte

A. rufiventris rectithorax Reitter

recticollis Fall

A. rufiventris rufiventris (Eschscholtz)

ferruginosus Eschscholtz
maritimus Van Dyke

A. scapularis (Say)

A. scissus LeConte

ingens Fall
A. sierrae varius Lane
A. vittiger LeConte

Genus HARMINIUS Fairmaire

H. triundulatus (Mannerheim)

Genus MICRATHOUS Lane

M. brevis (Van Dyke)

Genus DENTICOLLIS Piller & Mitterpacher
Key to North American species: Becker (1952)

D. denticornis (Kirby)
flavinasus (Melsheimer)
D. varians (Germar)
variabilis (Eschscholtz)

Genus BERNINELSONIUS Leseigneur
Key to species: Stibick (1976)
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B. hyperboreus (Gyllenhal)*
planatus (Eschscholtz)

Genus LIGMARGUS Stibick
Key to North American species: Stibick (1976)

L. funebris (Candéze)
L. lecontei (Leng)
planatus (LeConte)

Genus ASCOLIOCERUS Méquignon
Scoliocerus Motschulsky
Key to North American species: Stibick (1978)

A. sanborni (Horn)*
barbatus (J.R.Sahlberg)

Genus MARGAIOSTUS Stibick
Key to North American species: Stibick (1978)

(SubgenusMARGAIOSTUS s.str.)

M. glacialis (Van Dyke)
M. grandicollis (LeConte)

Genus HYPOLITHUS Eschscholtz
Cryptohypnus Eschscholtz
Key to North American species: Stibick (1978)

H. littoralis Eschscholtz*

Genus HYPNOIDUS Dillwyn
Key to North American species: Stibick (1978)

H. abbreviatus (Say)
silaceipes (Germar)

H. bicolor (Eschscholtz)*
fallax (Mannerheim)
lacustris (LeConte)
limbatus (Mannerheim)
picescens (LeConte)
pumilus (Dejean)
scarificatus (Mannerheim)
vestitus (Mannerheim)

. impressicollis (Mannerheim)

. leei Stibick

. nocturnus (Eschscholtz)

. rivularius (Gyllenhal)*

aojianianfanfian

. squalidus (LeConte)
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Genus OEDOSTETHUS LeConte

0. femoralis LeConte

Genus NEGASTRIUS Thomson

N. caurinus (Horn)

N. choris (Say)

N. delumbis (Horn)

N. dispersus (Horn)

N. dubius (Horn)

N. exiguus (Randall)
guttatulus (Melsheimer)

. extricatus (Fall)

. gentilis (LeConte)

. manki (Fall)

. melsheimeri (Horn)

. musculus (Eschscholtz)

. obliquatulus (Melsheimer)
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. ornatus (LeConte)
colon (Horn)
moerens (Horn)

. pectoralis (Say)
futilis (LeConte)
inops (LeConte)

Z

. restrictulus (Mannerheim)
. striatulus (LeConte)
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. tumescens LeConte

Genus CTENICERA Latreille
Corymbites Latreille

C. aeripennis aeripennis (Kirby)

tincta (LeConte)

C. aeripennis destructor (W.J.Brown)

C. angularis (LeConte)

C. angusticollis (Mannerheim)
fraterna (LeConte)
spectabilis (Mannerheim)

. appropinquans (Randall)

. appressa (Randall)
mirifica LeConte

. arata (LeConte)

. atropurpurea (Melsheimer)

. bipunctata (W.J.Brown)

. bombycina (Germar)

. callida (W.J.Brown)

. carbo LeConte

a0

. comes (W.J.Brown)

. confluens (Gebler)

. conjungens (LeConte)

. consors (W.J.Brown)

. crestonensis (W.J.Brown)
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. cylindriformis (Herbst)
appressifrons (Say)
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brevicornis (Say)
parallelipipeda (Germar)
submetallica (Germar)

. diversicolor (Eschscholtz)
. elongaticollis (Hamilton)
. fallax (Say)

. falsifica (LeConte)

. fulvipes (Bland)

. funerea (W.J.Brown)

. furtiva (LeConte)

monticola Horn

. glauca (Germar)

similissima (Motschulsky)

. hamata (Say)

. hieroglyphica (Say)

. hoppingi (Van Dyke)
. inflata (Say)

. insidiosa (LeConte)

. kendalli Kirby

anchorago (Randall)

. laricis (W.J.Brown)
. lateralis (LeConte)

quadrivittata (Walker)
vittata (Walker)

. limoniiformis (Horn)

. lobata caricina (Germar)

. lobata dorothyae Knull

. lobata lobata (Eschscholtz)

telum (LeConte)

. lobata pygmaea (Van Dyke)
. lobata tarsalis (Melsheimer)
. lutescens (Fall)

maura (LeConte)
mediana (Germar)
rubidipennis (LeConte)

. mendax (LeConte)

. moerens (LeConte)

. montana (W.J.Brown)
. morula (LeConte)

brunnipes (Bland)
nebraskensis (Bland)

. nigricans (Fall)

. nigricollis (Bland)

. nitidula (LeConte)

. ochreipennis (LeConte)
. opacula (LeConte)

serricornis (Mannerheim)

. propola columbiana (W.J.Brown)
. propola propola (LeConte)

furcifer (LeConte)

. protracta (LeConte)
. pruinina (Horn)

noxia (Hylops)
pruinosa (Schwarz)
pruinosula (Schwarz)

. pudica (W.J.Brown)
. pulchra (LeConte)
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festiva (LeConte)
C. pyrrhos (Herbst)
aequalis (Melsheimer)
pyrrhica (Haldeman)
vagrans (Melsheimer)
C. resplendens aeraria (Randall)
junki (Schenkling)
racinei (Chevrolat)
viridis (Germar)
C. resplendens resplendens (Eschscholtz)
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. rotundicollis (Say)
russicollis (Germar)
stictica (Germar)

. rufopleuralis (Fall)

. rupestris (Germar)

. sagitticollis (Eschscholtz)

. semimetallica (Walker)

. sexualis (W.J.Brown)

. silvatica Van Dyke

. sjaclandica (O.F.Muller)+
viridis (Say)

. spinosa (LeConte)

OHONONONONONS!

. splendens (Ziegler)
. stricklandi (W.J.Brown)
suckleyi suckleyi (LeConte)
. sulcicollis (Say)
parallela (Say)
. tristis (Candeze)
. triundulata (Randall)
. uliginosa (Van Dyke)
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. umbricola (Eschscholtz)
rudis (Motschulsky)
. umbripennis (LeConte)
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gracilior (LeConte)
nubilipennis (LeConte)

C. vernalis (Hentz)

C. vidua (W.J.Brown)

C. volitans (Eschscholtz)
varia (W.J.Brown)

C. vulnerata (LeConte)

C. watsoni (W.J.Brown)

C. weidtii (Angell)

Genus OXYGONUS LeConte
Key to North American species: Roache (1963)

O. obesus (Say)
acutipennis (Randall)
O. montanus Schaeffer

Genus EANUS LeConte
Paranomus Kiesenwetter

E. albertanus W.J.Brown
E. decoratus (Mannerheim)
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parvicollis (Mannerheim)
vagus (LeConte)
E. estriatus (LeConte)
subarcticus W.J.Brown
E. granicollis (Van Dyke)
E. maculipennis LeConte
pictus (Candéze)
E. striatipennis W.J.Brown

Genus HEMICREPIDIUS Germar
Asaphes Kirby

H. bilobatus (Say)
cavifrons (Melsheimer)
consentaneus (LeConte)

melanophthalmus (Melsheimer)

planatus (LeConte)
tener (LeConte)
. brevicollis (Candeze)

anjian

. carbonatus (LeConte)

coracinus Candéze

H. dilaticollis Motschulsky

H. hemipodus (Say)
aeneolus (Melsheimer)
aereus (Melsheimer)
corporosus (Germar)
decoloratus (Say)

H. memnonius (Herbst)
baridius (Say)
ruficornis (Kirby)
thomasi Germar

H. montanus Lane

H. morio (LeConte)
vernus Candéze

H. pallidipennis (Mannerheim)
oregonus (LeConte)

H. simplex (LeConte)

H. tumescens (LeConte)

Genus OESTODES LeConte

O. puncticollis Horn

O. tenuicollis (Randall)
graciliformis (Randall)
obscuripes Candéze

AK YK NT

AK - -

Tribe Oestodini

Subfamily ELATERINAE
Tribe Elaterini

Key to North American species: Roache (1961)
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Genus ELATER Linné
Ludius Berthold
Steatoderus Dejean

E. abruptus Say -
coracinus (Germar)

Genus PARALLELOSTETHUS Schwarz

P. attenuatus (Say) -
fuscus Castelnau

Genus SERICUS Eschcholtz
Atractopterus LeConte
Dolerosomus Motschulsky
Sericosomus Dejean

S. blaisdelli (Van Dyke) -
S. honestus (Randall) -
fusiformis (LeConte)

S. incongruus (LeConte) AK

behrensi (Candéze)

S. silaceus (Say) -
debilis (LeConte)
flavipennis (Motschulsky)
umbraticus (LeConte)

S. viridanus (Say) -
sublucens (Randall)

YK

Tribe Agriotini

Genus GLYPHONYX Candéze
Key to North American species: Smith & Balsbaugh (1984)

G. testaceus (Melsheimer) -

Genus AGRIOTES Eschscholtz
Pedetes Kirby
Key to North American species: Becker (1956)

. apicalis LeConte -
. arcanus W.J.Brown -
. avulsus (LeConte) -
. collaris (LeConte) -
criddlei Van Dyke -
ferrugineipennis (LeConte) -
fucosus (LeConte) -
hoodi Becker -
. isabellinus (Melsheimer) -
. limosus (LeConte) -
. lineatus (Linné)+ -
. mancus (Say) -
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striatulus Melsheimer

. obscurus (Linné)+
. opaculus (LeConte)
montanus LeConte

> > P

. pubescens Melsheimer

. quebecensis W.J.Brown
. sparsus LeConte

. sputator (Linné)+

. stabilis (LeConte)

. tardus W.J.Brown

. thevenetti Horn

P e i g

Genus AGRIOTELLA W.J.Brown

A. bigeminata (Randall)
A. columbiana W.J.Brown
A. occidentalis W.J.Brown

Genus DALOPIUS Eschscholtz

. agnellus W.J.Brown

. asellus W.J.Brown
brevicornis W.J.Brown
. cognatus W.J.Brown
corvinus W.J.Brown
fucatus W.J.Brown

. fuscipes W.J.Brown
gartrelli W.J.Brown

. gentilis W.J.Brown

. inordinatus W.J.Brown
insolens W.J.Brown

. insolitus W.J.Brown

. insulanus W.J.Brown
maritimus W.J.Brown
. mirabilis W.J.Brown

. pallidus W.J.Brown
parvulus W.J.Brown

. spretus W.J.Brown

. suspectus W.J.Brown
. tristis W.J.Brown

. vagus W.J.Brown

DUUUOOUU0UUU0U0U0U0UO OO0 OOU

. vernus W.J.Brown

Genus AMPEDUS Dejean

A. antracinus (LeConte)
A. apicatus (Say)
melanopygus Germar
A. areolatus (Say)
obliquus (Say)

. oblongicollis (Melsheimer)

Tribe Ampedini
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A.

A.
A.
A.
. deletus (LeConte)
. dimidiatus (LeConte)
. evansi W.J.Brown
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> > P>

N

A

scitulus Germar
atripennis (Horn)
violaceipennis (Candéze)
behrensi (Horn)
brevis (Van Dyke)
collaris (Say)

. fuscatus (Melsheimer)
. fusculus (LeConte)
. impolitus (Melsheimer)

laesus (LeConte)
laurentinus W.J.Brown

. linteus (Say)

lugubris Germar

. luctuosus (LeConte)

. melanotoides W.J.Brown
. melinus (LeConte)

. melsheimeri (Leng)

hepaticus (Melsheimer)

. militaris (Harris)

miniipennis (LeConte)
mixtus (Herbst)
moerens (LeConte)
molestus (LeConte)
nigricans Germar

. nigricollis (Herbst)
. nigrinus (Herbst)*
. occidentalis Lane

bimaculatus (Van Dyke)

. pedalis Germar

rufipes (Palisot de Beauvois)

. phelpsi (Horn)

hoppingi (Van Dyke)

. phoenicopterus Germar
. protervus (LeConte)
. pullus Germar

lacustris (LeConte)

. pusio Germar

luteolus (LeConte)

. quebecensis W.J.Brown
. thodopus (LeConte)
. rubricollis (Herbst)

socer (LeConte)
verticinus (Palisot de Beauvois)

. rubricus (Say)
. sanguinipennis (Say)
. sellatus (Leng)

discoideus (Fabricius)

. semicinctus (Randall)
. subtilis (LeConte)
. varipilis (Van Dyke)

columbianus W.J.Brown

. vitiosus (LeConte)
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Genus MEGAPENTHES Kiesenwetter
Dolopiosomus Motschulsky
Key to North American species: Becker (1971)

M. caprella (LeConte) AK - - BC - - - - - - - .
californicus W.J.Brown
M. gentneri Lane - - - BC - - - - - - - .
M. nigriventris LeConte - - - BC- - - - - - - -
M. rogersi Horn - - - - - - - ONPQNB- -
M. solitarius Fall - - - - - - - - PQ- - -
M. stigmosus (LeConte) - - - BC AB SK MBON PQ NB - -
M. tartareus (LeConte) - - - BC- - - - - - - -
Tribe Physorhini

Genus ANCHASTUS LeConte
Brachycrepis LeConte
Crepidotritus LeConte
Elatrinus Horn

A. cinereipennis (Eschscholtz) - - - BC AB - - - - - - R
hirsutulus Motschulsky
recedens LeConte
piliferus Motschulsky
puberulus (Mannerheim)
regularis Motschulsky
tantillus (Mannerheim)
A. anthrax (Horn) - - - BC- - - - - - - -
corvus Van Dyke
militaris Candéze

Tribe Melanotini

Genus MELANOTUS Eschscholtz
Cratonychus Dejean
Ctenonychus Stephens
Perimecus Stephens
Key to North American species: Quate & Thompson (1967)

M. americanus (Herbst) - - - - - - - ON- - - -
angustatus (Erichson)
M. castanipes (Paykull)(+) - - - - - - MBON PQ NB NS PE

inaequalis (LeConte)
paradoxus Melsheimer
scrobicollis (LeConte)
texanus Candéze

M. communis (Gyllenhal) - - - - - - - ONPQ- - -
paganus Candéze
M. corticinus (Say) - - - - - - - ON- - - -

glandicolor Melsheimer
vetulus (Erichson)
M. decumanus (Erichson) - - - - - - - ONPQ- NS -
canadensis Candeze
cuneatus (LeConte)
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incertus (LeConte)

. depressus (Melsheimer)

divarcarinus Blatchley
lixus Blatchley
parumpunctatus (Melsheimer)

. hyslopi Van Zwaluwenburg
. ignobilis Melsheimer

secretus (LeConte)

. leonardi (LeConte)
. longulus oregonensis (LeConte)

franciscanus Van Dyke
variolatus LeConte

. miscellus Quate
. morosus Candéze

debilis Blatchley
longulus (LeConte)
simulans Blatchley

. prasinus Blatchley
. sagittarius (LeConte)

carinus Blatchley

. similis (Kirby)

fissilis (Say)

exuberans (LeConte)
ochraceipennis (Melsheimer)
sphenoidalis (Melsheimer)

. trapezoideus (LeConte)

Genus CARDIOPHORUS Eschscholtz
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. acutus Lanchester

. alpestris Lanchester

. brunnipennis Lanchester
. cardisce (Say)

dejeanii LeConte

. communius Lanchester
. convexus (Say)

amictus Melsheimer
insulsus Candéze

. convexulus LeConte
. edwardsi Horn
. fenestratus LeConte

larquini Candeéze

. gagates Erichson

laevicollis Erichson

. kooskooskiensis Lanchester
. latiusculus Eschscholtz
. nevadensis Blanchard

plebejus Lanchester
plexus Lanchester

. pratensus Lanchester

. propinquus Lanchester
. pubescens Blanchard

. silvanus Lanchester

Subfamily CARDIOPHORINAE
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C. sodalis Lanchester
C. tenebrosus LeConte

fulvipes LeConte
C. tumidicollis LeConte
C. tutus Lanchester

Genus HORISTONOTUS Candéze

H. curiatus (Say)
areolatus (Erichson)

BC - SK MB

BC AB - -
BC AB - -

ON



