
 
 FAMILY HISTERIDAE 
 (Hister beetles) 
 
 A. Davies 
 
 One hundred and nineteen species of Histeridae have been recorded from Canada and Alaska.  The adults and larvae are chiefly predators 
of other insects and their larvae.  Most species are associated with decaying organic material, dung and carrion; some are found in sandy areas, in 
mammal burrows, under bark, and in bark-beetle galleries, and a few are myrmecophilous.  Although some species are associated with stored 
products, they most likely feed on other insects which occur there. 
 Major taxonomic treatments of the North American Histeridae are those by J.E. LeConte (1845), Marseul (1853-1862) (world revision), 
and Horn (1873), which include most of our species.  The classification used here is based on that of Arnett (1968) whereas the status of the 
species is based on the work of Mazur (1984) and an unpublished manuscript of Helava intended for the series "The Insects and Arachnids of 
Canada". 
 
AK (1); YK (2); NT (2); BC (57); AB (43); SK (24); MB (43); ON (66); PQ (53); NB (13); NS (12); PE (3); NF (7); H (1); I(10) 
 
 
 Subfamily ABRAEINAE 
 Tribe Abraeini 
 
 
Genus ABRAEUS Leach 
 
A. bolteri LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Plegaderini 
 
 
Genus PLEGADERUS Erichson 
 
P. comonforti Marseul - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 vergrandis Casey 
P. consors Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 egenus Casey 
P. fraternus Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
P. molestus Casey - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 obesus Casey 
P. nitidus Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
P. sayi Marseul - - - BC - - - ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
P. setulosus Ross - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
P. transversus (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - NF 
 
 
 Tribe Acritini 
 
 
Genus ACRITUS LeConte 
 
A. exiguus (Erichson) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 aciculatus (J.E.LeConte) 
 cribripennis Marseul 
 ellipticus Casey 
 natchez Marseul 
 obliquus (J.E.LeConte) 
 subdepressus (Blatchley) 
A. nigricornis (Hoffman)+ - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 



 
 
 
Genus AELETES Horn 
 
A. politus (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
A. simplex (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 acupictus (Marseul) 
 
 
 Tribe Teretriini 
 
 
Genus TERETRIUS Erichson 
 
T. americanus J.E.LeConte - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 dissonans Marseul 
 picipes J.E.LeConte 
T. montanus Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily SAPRININAE 
 
 
Genus SAPRINUS Erichson 
 
S. discoidalis LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 amplus Casey 
 latiformis Casey 
 mayhewi Papp 
S. impressus J.E.LeConte - - - BC AB - - ON - - - - - - 
 infaustus LeConte 
 piceus J.E.LeConte 
S. lugens Erichson - - NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 californicus Mannerheim 
 consimilis Walker 
 distinguendoides Hatch 
 oregonensoides Hatch 
 sejunctoides Hatch 
S. oregonensis J.E.LeConte - - - BC AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
 distinguendus Marseul 
 leconteoides Hatch 
 pseudosejunctoides Hatch 
 pseudosejunctus Hatch 
 sejunctus Marseul 
 spurcus LeConte 
S. pennsylvanicus Paykull - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 profusoides Hatch 
 profusus Casey 
S. sedakovii Motschulsky* - YK - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 aspernatus Marseul 
 gelidus Reichardt 
 
 
Genus EUSPILOTUS Lewis 
 
(Subgenus HESPEROSAPRINUS Wenzel) 
 



 
E. assimilis (Paykull) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB - -  - - 
 extraneus Illiger 
 sardous Flach 
 semisulcus (Hatch) 
 simulatus (Blatchley) 
E. conformis (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 oviformis (Blatchley) 
E. cribrum (Casey) - - - BC AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
 carri (Hatch) 
E. insertus (LeConte) - - - BC AB SK - - - - - - - - 
 micropunctatus McGrath & Hatch 
 obductus (LeConte) 
 opacellus Casey 
 vinctus (LeConte) 
 
(Subgenus NEOSAPRINUS Bickhardt) 
 
E. scrupularis (J.E.LeConte) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus XEROSAPRINUS Wenzel 
 
X. acilinea (Marseul) - - NT BC AB SK - - - - - - - - 
X. lubricus (LeConte) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
 rotundifrons (Marseul) 
 
 
Genus GEOMYSAPRINUS Ross 
 
(Subgenus PRISCOSAPRINUS Wenzel) 
 
G. castanipennis (Fall) - - - - AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
G. cheyennensis (Casey) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
G. copei (Horn) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
G. lanei (Hatch & McGrath) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
G. laramiensis (Casey) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
G. obscurus (LeConte) - - - - AB - - - - - - - - - 
G. obsidianus (Casey) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 moniliatus (Casey) 
G. posthumus (Marseul) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
(Subgenus GEOMYSAPRINUS s.str.) 
 
G. rugosifrons (Fall) - - - - - - MB - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus HYPOCACCUS C.G.Thomson 
 
H. aeneipunctatus (Horn) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
H. bigemmeus (LeConte) - - - BC AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
 parvus (Casey) 
 strigilarius (Casey) 
H. bigener (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - SK MB ON PQ NB - -  - - 
 eriensis (Hatch) 
 illinoensis Wolcott 
 impunctellus (Casey) 
 lakensis Blatchley 



 
 michiganensis (Hatch) 
 ohioensis (Hatch) 
 ontarioensis (Hatch) 
 sphaeroides (J.E.LeConte) 
H. estriatus (LeConte) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
H. fitchi (Marseul) - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 ludovicianus (Casey) 
H. fraternus (Say) - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - NS PE -  NF 
H. iris (Fall) - - - - AB SK MB ON - - - - - - 
 alutiger Wenzel 
H. mancus (Say) - - - - - - MB - - - - - - - 
H. omissus (Casey) - - - - AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
H. patruelis (J.E.LeConte) - - - - AB - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 javeti (Marseul) 
H. seminitens (LeConte) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus BAECKMANNIOLUS Reichardt 
 
B. dimidiatipennis (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - - - PQ NB NS -  -  NF 
 deserticola (Marseul) 
 desertorum (Marseul) 
 palmatus (Say) 
 
 
Genus NEOPACHYLOPUS Reichardt 
 
N. aeneipunctatus (Horn) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
N. sulcifrons (Mannerheim) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus GNATHONCUS Jacquelin du Val 
 
G. rossi Hatch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
G. rotundatus (Kugelann)+ - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - NF 
 communis (Marseul) 
 deletus (J.E.LeConte) 
 idiopygus Casey 
 nanus (Scriba) 
 ovulatus Casey 
 
 
 Subfamily DENDROPHILINAE 
 Tribe Dendrophilini 
 
 
Genus DENDROPHILUS Leach 
 
D. punctatus (Herbst)+ - - - BC - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 punctulatus (Say) 
D. xavieri Marseul+ - - - BC - - - ON - - - - - - 
 sexstriatus Hatch 
 
 
 Tribe Bacaniini 
 
 



 
Genus BACANIUS LeConte 
 
B. punctiformis (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Paromalini 
 
 
Genus CARCINOPS Marseul 
 Carcinus Marseul 
 
C. pumilio (Erichson)+ - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - NF 
 nanus (J.E.LeConte) 
 quatuordecimstriatus (Stephens) 
 
 
Genus XESTIPYGE Marseul 
 
X. conjunctum (Say) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
X. geminatum (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus PLATYLOMALUS Cooman 
 
P. aequalis (Say) - - - BC AB - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 affinis (J.E.LeConte) 
 estriatus (J.E.LeConte) 
 
 
Genus PAROMALUS Erichson 
 
P. bistriatus Erichson - - - - AB - - ON PQ NB - -  - NF 
P. mancus Casey - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
P. seeversi (Wenzel) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
P. teres LeConte - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - -  - NF 
 
 
 
 
 Subfamily TRIBALINAE 
 
 
Genus EPIERUS Erichson 
 
E. pulicarius Erichson - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 minor J.E.LeConte 
E. regularis (Palisot de Beauvois) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 nigrellus (Say) 
 vicinus LeConte 
 
 
Genus ONTHOPHILUS Leach 
 
O. deflectus Helava - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus CAEROSTERNUS LeConte 



 
 
C. americanus (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily HISTERINAE 
 Tribe Histerini 
 
 
Genus ATHOLUS C.G.Thomson 
 
A. americanus (Paykull) - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 diffractus Casey 
 exaratus (J.E.LeConte) 
 perplexus (LeConte) 
A. bimaculatus (Linné)+ - - - BC AB - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 obliquus (Say) 
A. falli (Bickhardt) - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 gagates Fall 
A. sedecimstriatus (Say) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus MARGARINOTUS Marseul 
 
(Subgenus MARGARINOTUS s.str.) 
 
M. guttifer Horn - - - - AB - - - - - - - - - 
 
(Subgenus PTOMISTER Houlbert & Monnot) 
 
M. brunneus (Fabricius)+ - - - - - - - ON PQ NB NS PE -  - 
 cadaverinus (Hoffmann) 
 impressus (Fabricius) 
 obtusatus (Harris) 
 virginiae (Casey) 
M. egregius (Casey) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
M. foedatus (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
 texensis (Casey) 
M. fractifrons (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 fidelis (Casey) 
 planifrons Lewis 
M. harrisii (Kirby) - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 repletus (J.E.LeConte) 
M. hudsonicus (Casey) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB - -  - - 
M. immunis (Erichson) - - - BC - - MB ON PQ - NS - -  - 
M. interruptus (Palisot de Beauvois) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - -  - - 
M. merdarius (Hoffmann)+ - - - BC - - - ON - - NS - -  - 
 memnonius (Say) 
M. pluto (Casey) - - - BC AB - MB - - - - - - - 
 albertensis Hatch 
 carri Hatch 
M. rectus (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
M. umbrosus (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 umbratilis (Casey) 
 
(Subgenus STENISTER Reichardt) 
 
M. obscurus (Kugelann)+ - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 



 
 semisculptus (LeConte) 
 stercorarius (Hoffmann) 
 
(Subgenus PARALISTER Bickhardt) 
 
M. cognatus (J.E. LeConte) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 unicus (Casey) 
M. lecontei Wenzel - - - - - SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE -  - 
M. purpurascens (Herbst)+ - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
(Subgenus PROMETHISTER Kryzhanovsky) 
 
M. confusus Wenzel - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
M. marginicollis (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus HISTER Linné 
 
H. abbreviatus Fabricius AK - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - -  - - 
 bifidus Say 
 coloradensis Casey 
 crenicollis Flach 
 subhemisphaericus Palisot de Beauvois 
H. albertanus Casey - - - - AB - - - - - - - - - 
H. curtatus J.E.LeConte - - - - - - - - - - NS - -  - 
 haldemanni Marseul 
H. defectus J.E.LeConte - - - - - SK - ON PQ - - - - - 
 permixtus Zimmermann 
H. depurator Say - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
 circinans Casey 
 furtivus J.E.LeConte 
 paykulli Kirby 
 perbrevis Casey 
 spretus J.E.LeConte 
 
 
Genus SPILODISCUS Lewis 
 
S. arcuatus (Say) - - - - - - - - - - NS - -  - 
S. militaris (Horn) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 electus (Casey) 
 oregonus (Casey) 
 simplicipes Fall 
S. sellatus (LeConte) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 sennevillei (Marseul) 
S. semiruber (Casey) - - - BC AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
 solaris Carnochan 
 
 
Genus PSILOSCELIS Marseul 
 
P. abnormalis Mann - - - - - SK MB - - - - - - - 
P. carri Hatch - - - - AB - - - - - - - - - 
P. corrosa Casey - - - - AB - - - - - - - - - 
P. planipes (LeConte) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - NS - -  - 
 harrisi (LeConte) 
P. subopaca (LeConte) - YK - BC AB - MB - - - - - - - 



 
 
 
 Tribe Platysomatini 
 
 
Genus PLATYSOMA Leach 
 
(Subgenus PLATYSOMA s.str.) 
 
P. aequum (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
P. lecontei Marseul - - - BC AB - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 depressum J.E.LeConte 
 pinorum Casey 
 tabellum Casey 
 
(Subgenus EURYLISTER Bickhardt) 
 
P. carolinum (Paykull) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 cinnamomeum A.White 
 sordidum Say 
 
(Subgenus CYLISTER Cooman) 
 
P. coarctatum J.E.LeConte - - - BC AB - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
P. parallelum (Say) - - - - AB - MB ON - - - - - - 
 heydeni Flach 
 quadriferum Casey 
P. punctigerum (LeConte) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus CYLISTIX Marseul 
 
C. cylindrica (Palisot de Beauvois) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 parvula Casey 
C. deficiens Casey - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
C. gracilis (J.E.LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Hololeptini 
 
 
Genus HOLOLEPTA Paykull 
 
H. aequalis Say - - - BC AB - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 fossularis Say 
 
 
 Tribe Exosternini 
 
 
Genus PHELISTER Marseul 
 
P. subrotundus (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 frosti Carnochan 
 rubricatus Lewis 
P. vernus (Say) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 saunieri Marseul 



 
 
 
 
 Subfamily HETAERIINAE 
 Tribe Hetaeriini 
 
 
Genus HETAERIUS Erichson 
 
H. brunneipennis Randall - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
H. tristriatus Horn - - - BC AB SK MB - - - - - - - 
 carri Hatch 
 loripes Casey 


