
 
 FAMILY LAMPYRIDAE 
 (Fireflies) 
 
 J. McNamara 
 
 Twenty-nine species of Lampyridae are recorded for Canada.  Members of this family are fairly well-known because of their ability to 
produce flashing light.  Species may be recognized in flight by the color of the light as well as the number and the length of flashes.  This 
flashing behavior enables the sexes to find each other.  All larvae and most adults are luminescent.  The larvae are predaceous and feed on other 
insects, larvae, snails, and slugs.  The feeding habits of the adults are not well-known. 
 Many genera of lampyrids have been revised in the last decades but a thorough revision of the family would be very useful. Green (1948) 
published a revision of the Nearctic genera. 
 
NT (3); BC (9); AB (3); SK (5); MB (12); ON (19); PQ (13); NB (8); NS (10); PE (1); NF (2); I (1) 
 
 
 Subfamily LAMPYRINAE 
 Tribe Cratomorphini 
 
 
Genus PYRACTOMENA Melsheimer 
 Lecontea E.Olivier 
   Key to North American species:  Green (1957) 
 
P. angulata (Say) - - NT - - SK MB ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
 flavocincta LeConte 
P. borealis (Randall) - - - - AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
P. dispersa Green - - NT - - SK MB - - - - - - - 
P. linearis LeConte - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
P. lucifera Melsheimer - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
P. sinuata Green - - - - - - MB - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Photinini 
 
 
Genus PHOTINUS Castelnau 
   Key to North American species:  Green (1956) 
 
P. aquilonius Lloyd - - - - - - MB ON PQ - NS - -  - 
P. ardens LeConte - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB NS -  -  NF 
 taedifer LeConte 
P. consimilis Green - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
P. ignitus Fall - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
P. indictus (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 ablucens Fall 
P. marginellus LeConte - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 castus LeConte 
P. obscurellus LeConte - - - - - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 frigidus Olivier 
P. punctulatus LeConte - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
P. scintillans (Say) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus PHAUSIS LeConte 
   Key to North American species:  Fender (1966) 
 
P. nigra Hopping - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 



 
P. rhombica Fender - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus ELLYCHNIA LeConte 
   Key to Western North American species:  Fender (1970) 
 
(Subgenus ELLYCHNIA s.str.) 
 
E. corrusca (Linné) - - - BC - - MB ON PQ NB NS -  -  NF 
E. facula LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
E. greeni Fender - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
E. hatchi Fender - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
E. lacustris LeConte - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus PYROPYGA Motschulsky 
   Key to species:  Green (1961) 
 
P. decipiens (Harris) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
P. nigricans (Say) - - NT BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - -  - - 
 californica Motschulsky 
 californica (Gorham) 
 fenestralis (Melsheimer) 
 reversus (Gemminger) 
 
 
Genus LUCIDOTA Castelnau 
 Rileya E.Olivier 
 
L. atra (Olivier) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
 laticornis (Fabricius) 
 morio (Melsheimer) 
 tarda LeConte 
 
 
Genus PHOSPHAENUS Castelnau 
 
P. hemipterus (Fourcroy)+ - - - - - - - - - - NS - -  - 
 
 
 Subfamily AMYDETINAE 
 
 
Genus POLLACLASIS Newman 
 Polyclasis LeConte 
 
P. bifaria (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 ovatus Newman 
 
 
 Subfamily PHOTURINAE 
 
 
Genus PHOTURIS Dejean 
 Pyrectosoma Motschulsky 
   Key to North American species:  Barber (1951) 
 



 
P. fairchildi Barber - - - - - - - - - - NS - -  - 
P. pennsylvanica (DeGeer) - - - BC - SK MB ON PQ NB NS PE -  - 
 marginata (Panzer) 
 vittigera (Motschulsky) 


