
 
 FAMILY MELANDRYIDAE 
 (false darkling beetles) 
 
 L. LeSage 
 
 Melandryids are common throughout the world and include about 100 genera and 1200 species of which at least 52 occur in Canada and 
Alaska.  Adults live under bark, in fungi or in flowers.  Larvae are carnivorous or feed on decaying plant material; they live under bark, in dead 
logs or stumps, and a few in leaf litter, but detailed life-history studies, such as that of Hoebeke and McCabe (1977), are seldom published. 
 The taxonomy of the family is in a state of disarray at all levels.  Generic keys from general books on beetles work inconsistently.  
Up-to-date revisions at the species level are badly needed.  The species from Quebec were keyed out by Chantal (1985).  At this time, no expert 
is working on the family in North America.  The classification used here corresponds to the arrangement suggested by J.F. Lawrence (pers. 
comm.). 
 
AK (4); YK (1); NT (3); BC (27); AB (6); SK (2); MB (7); ON (27); PQ (40); NB (8); NS (9); LB (3); NF (10); H (3); I (2) 
 
 
 Subfamily HALLOMENINAE 
 
 
Genus HALLOMENUS Panzer 
 
H. binotatus (Quensel)+ - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
H. debilis LeConte - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 niger Haldeman 
H. punctulatus LeConte AK - - BC - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 basalis Mannerheim 
H. scapularis Melsheimer - - - BC - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 luridus Haldeman 
 ruficornis Melsheimer 
H. serricornis LeConte - - - BC - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily EUSTROPHINAE 
 
 
Genus EUSTROPHINUS Seidlitz 
 
E. bicolor (Fabricius) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 indistinctus (LeConte) 
E. confinis (LeConte) - - - BC - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus EUSTROPHUS Illiger 
 
E. tomentosus Say - - - BC - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 niger Melsheimer 
 
 
Genus SYNSTROPHUS Seidlitz 
 
S. repandus (Horn) - - - BC - - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus HOLOSTROPHUS Horn 
 
H. bifasciatus (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 quadrimaculatus (Melsheimer) 



 
H. discolor Horn - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
H. impressicollis (LeConte) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily MELANDRYIINAE 
 Tribe Orchesiini 
 
 
Genus ORCHESIA Latreille 
  Key to North American species: Laliberté (1966) 
 
O. castanea (Melsheimer) - - - BC - - MB ON PQ - NS - -  NF 
O. cultriformis Laliberté - - NT - - SK MB - PQ - NS - -  - 
O. ornata Horn - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
O. ovata Laliberté - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus MICROSCAPHA LeConte 
 
M. clavicornis LeConte - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus LEDERIA Reitter 
 Crioscapha Horn 
 
L. arctica (Horn) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Melandryini 
 
 
Genus EMMESA Newman 
 
E. connectens Newman - - - - - - - ON PQ -  NS - LB NF 
 maculata LeConte 
E. labiata (Say) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - -  - - 
E. stacesmithi Hatch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
E. testacea leeperi Malkin - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus MELANDRYA Fabricius 
 Neoemmesa Hatch 
 
M. striata Say - - - BC - - - ON PQ NB - -  - - 
 bicolor Melsheimer 
 diversa Mulsant 
 excavata Haldeman 
 thoracica Melsheimer 
 
 
Genus PHRYGANOPHILUS C.R.Sahlberg 
 
P. collaris LeConte - - NT BC AB - - ON PQ NB - -  - - 
 
 
 Tribe Hypulini 
 



 
 
Genus ZILORA Mulsant 
  Key to North American species: Mank (1938) 
 
Z. canadensis Hausen - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
Z. hispida LeConte - - - BC AB - - ON PQ - - - - NF 
Z. nuda Provancher - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
Z. occidentalis Mank - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus HYPULUS Paykull 
 
H. concolor (LeConte) - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus MICROTONUS LeConte 
 
M. sericans LeConte - - - ? - - - - ? - - - - - 
 
 
Genus SYMPHORA LeConte 
 Trotomma LeConte 
 
S. flavicollis (Haldeman) - - - - - - MB ON PQ - NS - - - 
S. rugosa (Haldeman) - - - - - - - ON PQ - NS - -  - 
 
 
Genus PROTHALPIA LeConte 
 
P. holmbergi (Mannerheim)* AK - - BC - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 fulminans (LeConte) 
P. undata LeConte - - - - - - - ON PQ - NS - -  NF 
 
 
 Tribe Serropalpini 
 
 
Genus AMBLYCTIS LeConte 
 
A. praeses LeConte - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus XYLITA Paykull 
 
X. livida C.R.Sahlberg* - YK - BC AB - - - PQ NB - -  LB NF 
X. laevigata (Hellenius)* - - - BC AB - - ON PQ NB - - - NF 
 decolorata (Randall) 
 
 
Genus RUSHIA Forel 
 Carebara LeConte 
 
R. californica Fall - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 californica Schaeffer 
 schaefferi Csiki 
 
 



 
Genus SCOTOCHROA LeConte 
  Key to species: Mank (1939b) 
 
S. atra LeConte - - - - - - - - PQ NB - - - - 
S. basalis LeConte - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - NF 
S. buprestoides (Kirby) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - NF 
 
 
Genus ENCHODES LeConte 
 
E. sericea (Haldeman) - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus SERROPALPUS Hellenius 
  Key to North American species: Mank (1939a) 
 
S. coxalis Mank AK - - BC - - - ON PQ NB NS -  -  NF 
S. obsoletus Haldeman - - - BC - - - - PQ - - - - - 
 perfoveatus Mank 
S. substriatus Haldeman - - NT BC - - MB ON PQ NB - -  LB NF 
 
 
Genus MYSTAXUS Kugelann 
 
M. simulator (Newman) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB NS -  -  - 
 trifasciatus (Melsheimer) 
 
 
Genus DIRCAEA Fabricius 
 
D. liturata (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB - -  - - 
 quadrimaculata (Say) 
D. horiei Hatch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus PHLOEOTRYA Stephens 
 
P. vaudoueri Mulsant+ - - - - - - - - PQ - NS - -  - 
 fusca (LeConte) 
 
 
Genus ABDERA Stephens 
 
A. firma Hatch - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus ANISOXYA Mulsant 
 
A. glaucula LeConte - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily OSPHYINAE 
 Tribe Osphyini 
 
 
Genus OSPHYA Illiger 
 Nothus Olivier 



 
 
O. varians (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 


