
 FAMILY PSELAPHIDAE 
 (Short-winged mold beetles) 
 
 A. Davies 
 

Eighty-five species of Pselaphidae are recorded from Canada and Alaska; however, the members of this family have been very poorly collected 
due to their minute size and the obscurity of their habitats.  They are found chiefly in moist habitats, including the edges of bogs and marshes, under 
bark of dead trees, and especially in leaf litter and rotten wood; a few are myrmecophilous.  Adults of most Pselaphidae are predatory on small 
invertebrates such as nematodes, mites and collembolans; the larvae are seldom seen and their habits are equally unknown. 

The Pselaphidae were divided by Jeannel (1955) into the present six subfamilies, all of which are represented in Canada.  Most of our species 
were described in the mid-to-late nineteenth century by J.L. LeConte, E. Brendel, and T.L. Casey; their work was subsequently brought together in 
Bowman's "The Pselaphidae of North America" (1934).  The present arrangement of the supraspecific taxa is based on the recent world catalogue of 
genera published by Newton and Chandler (1989). 
 
AK (10); YK (1); NT (3); BC (24); AB (16); SK (9); MB (15); ON (56); PQ (28); NB (13); NS (11); PE (2); LB (1); NF (3); I (2) 
 
 
 Subfamily FARONINAE 
 Tribe Faronini 
 
 
Genus MEGARAFONUS Casey 

Key to North American species: Schuster & Marsh (1958) 
 
(Subgenus MEGARAFONUS s.str.) 
 
M. ventralis Casey AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus SONOMA Casey 

Rafonus Casey 
Key to North American species: Marsh & Schuster (1962) 

 
S. margemina Park & Wagner AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
S. parviceps (Mäklin) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily EUPLECTINAE 
 Tribe Trogastrini 
 
 
Genus CONOPLECTUS Brendel 

Hexirhexius Grigarick & Schuster 
Prorhexius Raffray 

 
C. canaliculatus (LeConte) - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 

sylvaticus (Raffray) 
 
 
Genus OROPUS Casey 

Key to North American species: Schuster & Grigarick (1960) 
 
O. striatus Casey - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus TETRASCAPHA Schuster & Marsh 
 
T. dentata Park & Wagner - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus FOVEOSCAPHA Park & Wagner 
 
F. terracola Park & Wagner - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Euplectini 



 
 
Genus THESIUM Casey 

Apothinus Sharp 
 
T. cavifrons (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus EUPLECTUS Leach 

Key to North American species: Wagner (1975) 
 
E. acomanus Casey - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
E. confluens LeConte - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
E. duryi Casey - - - BC - - - - PQ NB NS - - - 

barri Park & Wagner 
E. elongatus Brendel - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
E. karsteni (Reichenbach)+ - - - - - SK - ON PQ - - PE - - 

iowensis Casey 
E. longicollis Casey - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
E. signatus (Reichenbach)+ - - - - - SK MB ON PQ - - - - - 
E. silvicolus Chandler - - - - - - - - - - NS - - - 
 
 
Genus PYCNOPLECTUS Casey 

Key to North American species: Wagner (1975) 
 
P. congener (Casey) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

tenellus Casey 
P. interruptus (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

hudsonicus (Casey) 
P. linearis (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

impressiceps (Casey) 
 
 
Genus RAMECIA Casey 

Liniolis Grigarick & Schuster 
 
R. crinitus (Brendel) - - - - - - - - PQ - NS - - - 
 
 
Genus TRIMIOPLECTUS Brendel 
 
T. obsoletus Brendel - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus BIBLOPLECTUS Reitter 
 
B. integer (LeConte) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
B. ruficeps (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus ACTIUM Casey 

Proplectus Raffray 
Key to North American species: Grigarick & Schuster (1971) 

 
A. barri Park & Wagner - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
A. retractum Casey AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 

hatchi Park & Wagner 
A. wawonaensis Grigarick & Schuster - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus ACTIASTES Casey 

Key to North American species: Grigarick & Schuster (1971) 
 
A. foveicollis (LeConte) - - - BC - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

costalis (Brendel) 



pennsylvanicus (Bowman) 
 
 
Genus ACTIZONA Chandler 
 
A. borealis Chandler - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus CUPILA Casey 

Key to North American species: Grigarick & Schuster (1968) 
 
(Subgenus CUPILA s.str.) 
 
C. clavicornis (Maklin) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Genus MELBA Casey 
 
(Subgenus MELBA s.str.) 
 
M. parvula (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
 Subfamily BATRISINAE 
 Tribe Batrisini 
 
 
Genus BATRISODES Reitter 

Key to W North American species: Grigarick & Schuster (1962) 
Key to E North American species: Park (1947) 

 
(Subgenus BABNORMODES Park) 
 
B. riparius (Say) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
(Subgenus EMPINODES Park) 
 
B. albionicus (Aubé) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
B. denticauda (Casey) - - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
 
(Subgenus EXCAVODES Park) 
 
B. frontalis (LeConte) - - - - AB - MB ON PQ - - - - - 
B. globosus (LeConte) - - - - AB - - ON PQ NB NS - - - 
B. scabriceps (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

harringtoni (Casey) 
B. sinuatifrons (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
(Subgenus PUBIMODES Park) 
 
B. striatus (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

aterrimus (Casey) 
cephalotes (Casey) 
psotai Park 
simplex (LeConte) 

 
 
 Subfamily GONIACERINAE 
 Tribe Bythinini 
 
 
Genus MACHAERODES Brendel 
 
M. carinatus (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 



Genus TYCHOBYTHINUS Ganglbauer 
Bythinopsis Raffray 

 
T. bythinioides (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON PQ - NS - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Brachyglutini 
 
 
Genus RYBAXIS Saulcy 

Bryaxis Leach 
 
R. clavata (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

brendeli (LeConte) 
R. conjuncta (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ NB NS - - - 
R. mystica Casey - - - - AB - MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
R. transversa Fall AK - NT - AB SK MB ON - NB - - - NF  
R. varicornis (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
 
 
Genus BRACHYGLUTA Thomson 

Nisa Casey 
 
B. arguta (Casey) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
B. terebrata (Casey) - - - - - SK - ON PQ - - - - - 

intricata (Casey) 
perforata (Brendel) 

 
 
Genus REICHENBACHIA Leach 

Key to W North American species: Grigarick & Schuster (1967) 
 
R. albionica (Motschulsky) AK - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

americana Raffray 
compar (LeConte) 
franciscana Casey 
fundata Casey 

R. arcifera Casey - - - - - - - - PQ - - - - - 
R. binodifera Casey AK - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
R. borealis Casey - - - - AB - MB ON PQ NB - PE - - 
R. canadensis (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
R. corporalis Casey - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 
R. cylindrarta (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
R. distans Casey - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
R. facilis Casey - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
R. fusticornis Casey - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
R. kapones Grigarick & Schuster - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
R. peregrinator Casey - - - - - - MB ON - - - - - - 
R. propinqua (LeConte) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
R. rubicunda (Aubé) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
R. scabra (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
R. spatulifera Casey - YK - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB - - LB NF  
 
 
Genus NISAXIS Casey 
 
N. tomentosa (Aubé) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 

cincinnata Casey 
minuta (Brendel) 

 
 
Genus EUTRICHITES LeConte 
 
E. zonatus (Brendel) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

zimmermanni LeConte 
 



 
Genus DECARTHRON Brendel 

Key to E North American species: Park (1958) 
 
(Subgenus DECARTHRON s.str.) 
 
D. abnorme (LeConte) - - NT BC AB SK - ON PQ - - - - - 
D. formiceti (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
D. laurenticum Casey - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
D. longulum (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
D. scarificatum Brendel - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
D. stigmosum Brendel - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Tychini 
 
 
Genus LUCIFOTYCHUS Park & Wagner 

Key to W North American species: Park & Wagner (1962) 
Key to E North American species: Park (1956) 

 
L. cognatus (LeConte) AK - - BC - - - - - - - - - - 
L. testaceus (Casey) - - - - - - MB ON PQ NB - - - NF  
 
 
 Subfamily PSELAPHINAE 
 Tribe Pselaphini 
 
 
Genus PSELAPHUS Herbst 
 
(Subgenus PSELAPHUS s.str.) 
 
P. bellax Casey - - - BC AB SK MB ON PQ NB NS - - - 
P. erichsoni LeConte - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
P. fustifer Casey - - - - - - - ON - NB NS - - - 
P. longiclavus LeConte - - - - AB - MB - - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Tyrini 
 
 
Genus TYRUS Aubé 

Pytna Casey 
 
T. corticinus (Casey) - - - BC AB - - - - - - - - - 
T. humeralis (Aubé) - - NT - - - MB ON PQ NB - - - - 

compar LeConte 
 
 
Genus CEDIUS LeConte 

Key to North American species: Park (1949) 
 
(Subgenus SINISTROCEDIUS Park) 
 
C. ziegleri LeConte - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Ceophyllini 
 
 
Genus CEOPHYLLUS LeConte 
 
C. monilis LeConte - - - - - - MB ON - - - - - - 
 
 



 Tribe Tmesiphorini 
 
 
Genus TMESIPHORUS LeConte 
 
T. costalis LeConte - - - - - - - ON - - - - - - 
 
 
 Tribe Ctenistini 
 
 
Genus PILOPIUS Casey 
 
P. piceus (LeConte) - - - - - - - ON PQ - - - - - 

lacustris Casey 
saginatus Casey 

 
 
 Subfamily CLAVIGERINAE 
 Tribe Adranini 
 
 
Genus ADRANES LeConte 
 
A. lecontei Brendel - - - - AB SK MB ON - - - - - - 
A. taylori Wickham - - - BC - SK - - - - - - - - 
 
 


